
LESSON NUMBER 5

Title: What was life like in Stalin’s Russia?

You will see these symbols throughout this PowerPoint:

This means 
you have to 
think about an 
idea or 
answer, but no 
writing is 
needed.

This shows 
you how long 
to spend on a 
task.

This means 
you have to 
write an 
answer out.

This means you 
have to read 
some 
information.



1) When was Stalin born?
2) What job did Stalin initially train for?
3) What party did Stalin join?
4) How did he raise money for the Bolshevik Party? 
5) What does ‘Stalin’ mean?
6) What was Stalin made in 1922? 
7) How did Stalin get rid of people who opposed him?
8) What did Stalin decide in the late 1920s want to happen in Russia?
9) What did Stalin introduce to achieve his aims?
10) What happened to workers who failed to achieve their set targets?
11) How did Stalin increase food production? 
12) What was one of the consequences of collectivisation for the peasants?
13) What did he expect everyone should do?
14) What term is used to describe the process in the 1930s when Stalin removed people who he believed were not communist enough?
15) Where were 20 million Soviet citizens sent to?

KEY QUESTION – How does the information about Stalin which you have learnt from watching the video compare to the impression of 
Stalin given in the source which you chose to analyse?

Task 2: Watch the video clip and think about the questions below. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOI8wKFCEIA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOI8wKFCEIA


1. Using the information on slides 5-11 
complete the questions on your worksheet.

2. Now write a list of ‘good Communist ideas’ 
and ‘bad Communist ideas’. Overall, would 
you rate Stalin’s dictatorship as good for 
the Russian people or bad? Explain.

3. Explain why the following people would be 
afraid of Communism spreading to their 
country:
– A rich landowner
– A Christian priest
– A worker in a steel factory
– A teacher
– A poor farm labourer
– A middle class doctor

Task 3: Complete your worksheet using the information on slides 9-15



Collective Farming:

• Peasants were forced to hand over 
their land, animals and tools to a 
collective farm and work co-
operatively

• They had to give a lot of their 
produce to the state and were then 
allowed to share out what was left

• Many peasants refused to join the 
collectives. Stalin sent police and 
soldiers to round up and deport them 
to labour camps. Millions died.



State controlled industry:

• All the main industries were controlled 
by the government

• Each industry was set targets that it 
had to reach in five years.

• Some of the targets were almost 
impossible because there was a 
shortage of raw materials.

• But the results were amazing. Over 
1,500 massive new factories and 100 
new industrial towns were built during 
the first Five Year Plan.



The workers:

• Workers had to work very hard, for 
long hours, without much reward. 

• If they made mistakes, they were 
accused of ‘wrecking’ or ‘sabotage’ 
and were arrested.

• Even so, many workers supported 
Stalin because they thought he 
was building a better future for 
them.



The Terror:

• Stalin had a huge secret police force, 
which had spies and informers 
everywhere. Children were even 
encouraged to inform on their parents.

• Anyone who opposed or criticised Stalin 
was arrested, tortured and either 
executed or sent to labour camps. 

• Stalin used the prisoners from the labour 
camps to dig canals and cut timber in the 
frozen north where no one else could 
work.



The purges:

• Stalin ‘purged’ all the people in the 
Communist Party who might 
challenge his leadership. They 
were arrested and put on trial in 
public

• At these great show trials people 
were forced to confess to all sorts 
of crimes before they were 
sentenced and executed.



Control of ideas:

• The state controlled all the newspapers, 
books, films and radio programmes. The 
Russian people only received the 
information Stalin wanted them to 
receive.

• Churches were closed and religion was 
banned in many places because the 
Communists did not believe in God.

• School books were re-written to show 
children how great Stalin and the 
Communist system was.



Leadership cult:

• There were statues and paintings of Stalin 
everywhere. 

• Propaganda, films and posters were 
designed to convince people that Stalin 
was the best person to guide them to a 
wonderful Communist future.

• For example, this poster shows Stalin 
marching alongside miners as a 
supportive comrade. 

• It was designed during the first Five Year 
Plan.



Stalin was born in 1879. His father, who died when he was eleven, was a shoemaker and his mother was a
washerwoman. He was expelled from a Christian college at the age of twenty because of his ‘disloyal
ideas’. He later became a full-time revolutionary. He was often in prison or exile, but he always managed to
escape. In 1922 Stalin became secretary of the Communist Party. In 1924 Lenin lay dying. He did not want
Stalin to succeed him as leader and he asked that Stalin be removed from office because ‘he is too rude
and uncomradely’. But Lenin died before Stalin could be sacked. Stalin took control and he was determined
to make Soviet Russia into a modern industrialised country. The main features of Stalin’s dictatorship were:

• The Five-Year Plans – each plan set targets, which were often impossible to meet. Some workers and
managers were arrested and sent to harsh camps.

• Collective farming – millions of peasants who refused to join the new collective farms were sent to the
Labour camps. Millions more died of starvation.

• Terror – Russians lived in fear of arrest, torture and execution by the secret police.

• The Purges – Stalin had all his rivals executed.

• Control of ideas – Stalin made sure that Russians only heard or read what he wanted. He encouraged
people to believe only he could lead them to success.

• His greatest achievement was to lead his country to victory over the Nazis in the Second World War. He
then used the war as an opportunity to take control of much of Eastern Europe.


