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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope you have had an enjoyable festive season and that this letter finds you and your family well.  As we 
welcome pupils back to the academy, I wanted to update parents/carers with the latest information that 
schools have been given regarding coronavirus and the new variant.  
 
Face Coverings 
As part of the stepping up of control measures, the DfE announced this weekend that pupils in secondary 
schools should wear face coverings in lessons (in addition to corridors and communal spaces). This is a 
temporary measure which will be reviewed in line with the review of national restrictions at the end of the 
month.   
 
Please encourage your child to wear a face covering where possible.  If pupils are exempt, they should 
continue to wear the blue badge that was issued before Christmas. If your child is now exempt, please put a 
note in their planner and ask them to show it at student support to obtain a blue badge.  
 
Testing and self-isolation  
The latest guidance remains in place for the new year.  All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 
5 years to 18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of someone with Covid19 (whether Omicron or not) 
should take a lateral flow device (LFD) test every day for 7 days instead of self-isolating. 
 
Once notified by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff and pupils should:  
 

 Take an LFD each day for 7 days and report the results through the NHS Online Reporting System. 

 If they test negative, they can continue to attend.    

 If they test positive, they should self-isolate and order a PCR test to confirm the result.  

 If the PCR is positive, they must self-isolate (please see section below).  

 If the PCR test is negative, they no longer need to self-isolate but should continue to carry out the 

remainder of the daily tests, and only need to isolate if it is positive.  

 Anyone over the age of 18 years and 6 months who is not vaccinated, must isolate in line with 

government guidelines if they are a close contact of a positive case.  

 You do not need to inform the academy if someone in your household tests positive, only if 

your child tests positive or is required to self-isolate.  

Changes to isolation rules for pupils who test positive 
If a pupil has tested positive and they are isolating, they can stop isolating after 7 days if: 

 they take a lateral flow test on day 6 and day 7 and both tests are negative; 

 the tests are taken 24 hours apart; 

 they do not have a high temperature.  
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The academy has sufficient stocks of 7-day lateral flow test kits for all pupils.  If you would like your child to 
collect a kit, please put a note in their planner.  
 
Asymptomatic Testing  
For those who take part in regular asymptomatic testing, the advice remains that this should be conducted 
twice per week, there is no requirement to test every day.  
 
Attendance  
Pupil attendance remains a high priority.  Pupil absence has a significant impact on pupil’s ability to access 
learning and to apply that learning in external exams.  It is now more important than ever that pupils attend 
regularly. Please encourage your child to attend regularly.  Wherever possible, minor ailments should be 
treated with over the counter medication so that pupils can continue to attend.  
 
Remote Learning  
If your child is isolating, they should complete the home learning that is set by their teachers. This can be 
found under the remote education section on the website and reflects the work that pupils are completing in 
lessons.  
 
I understand that the new variant has provided the community with an additional challenge and would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Mr P Walker 
Headteacher 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


