Year 9
OPTIONS 2022
Crofton Academy

Dear Parent / Carer

It is the time in your son/daughter’s education when some important choices have to be made in relation
to his/her Key Stage 4 courses. This booklet provides information about all Key Stage 4 courses.
Your son/daughter will be given a personalised options form on Friday 25th March following the Options
Assembly launch. Please spend time reading through the subject information and looking at the options
form before completing it. In addition, we have created subject information clips, delivered by school staff
for each subject. These clips and further information can be accessed via the Curriculum tab on the school
website www.croftonacademy.org.uk and following the KS4 Options link.
The National Curriculum requires pupils to follow a broad range of subjects which are compulsory. These
are Mathematics, English, Science, Physical Education and RE/PSHE. Pupils are then able to choose
4 options. All pupils must pick either Geography, History, French or Spanish. We will always try to give
your son/daughter his/her first preference choices. Occasionally, this is not possible as courses without
sufficient numbers cannot run and if this is the case it will require further discussion and a reserve choice
to be made.
I would also like to draw your attention to The English Baccalaureate (EBacc). The EBacc is a suite of
subjects made up of the following: English Language and English Literature, Mathematics, Science
(including Computer Science), Geography or History and Languages. To achieve the ‘full EBacc’, pupils
must achieve strong passes (Grade 5 or above) in English, Mathematics, Science, Geography or History
and French or Spanish. The EBacc suite of subjects is regarded as a strong foundation to progress into
further education and the Government has actively promoted this pathway with an ambition to see 75% of
students studying this combination by 2022 and 90% by 2025. We strongly recommend that pupils take
the English Baccalaureate.
The options form must be returned to your son/daughter’s form teacher by Monday 4th April 2022.
We do appreciate that making decisions and filling in forms can be a difficult and time-consuming task.
If you need any help or have any concerns about subjects offered to your child, please contact me at
school. Careers advice is also available in school and can be booked via the admin mailbox admin@
croftonacademy.org.uk stating ‘FAO Careers’ in the subject line.
Yours faithfully

Mr L Hardcastle
Deputy Headteacher
Options Key Dates:
Thursday 24th March - Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening (5pm - 8pm).
Friday 25th March - Options Assembly Launch
Monday 4th April - Last date for completed options forms to be returned to form teachers.
Summer Term – Option choices will be confirmed.
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GCSE, BTEC & Cambridge National
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Art & Design - GCSE
Computer Science – GCSE
Creative Media Production – BTEC
Digital IT – BTEC
Drama – GCSE
Engineering Design – Cambridge National
Enterprise – BTEC
Food Preparation & Nutrition – GCSE
Geography – GCSE
Graphic Communication – GCSE
Health & Social Care – BTEC
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Languages (French & Spanish) – GCSE
Music – BTEC
Physical Education – GCSE
Product Design – GCSE
Religious Studies – GCSE
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Textiles Design – GCSE

Core Subject Courses

English Language - GCSE
English Literature - GCSE
Combined Science - GCSE
Separate Science (Biology, Chemistry &
Physics) – GCSE
Mathematics - GCSE

GCSE Courses

As you may be aware, there has been some significant changes to GCSE courses over the last few years.
This involves changes to the way they are examined and the grade that each pupil will receive at the end
of the course.
Exams will be linear (examined at the end of Year 11) and there will be a limited coursework element.
At the end of the course, pupils will not be graded A* - G but will be graded on a scale of 9 – 1. The
grades cannot be directly compared to the old GCSE grades as the content and exam style is more difficult, however, the exam grades and boundaries are approximately as follows:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

9 = A**
8 = A*
7=A
6 = A/B
5 = B/C
4 = C 		
3=D
2 = E/F
1=G

(Strong pass)
(Standard pass)

A grade 4 is likely to be the benchmark for entry to a level 3 college course. A grade 5 is the benchmark
for international comparisons.
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BTEC Courses

BTEC qualifications have been in place for 16 – 19 year old pupils for over 25 years and are extremely
successful and popular courses. The key difference with BTEC subjects is that the majority of the
assessment is coursework. Your child’s work will form a portfolio which will then be graded. This can help
pupils organise their workload over Years 10 and 11 rather than being assessed only at the end of the
course.
Pupils achieve excellent results on BTEC courses. Some BTEC courses are in the process of being converted
to BTEC Technical Awards. These qualifications still have large coursework components (60%) along with
a final controlled assessment (40%).
All BTEC courses are offered as a Level 2 qualification. The grades awarded will be:
		
Distinction* 		
		
Distinction
		Merit 			
		
Pass 			
		
At Level 1: Distinction
		
Merit 			
		
Pass 			

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

8/9
7
6
4/5
3
2
1

BTEC Progression Routes:
All BTEC courses form a firm foundation for progression to college and work. Employers and colleges are
familiar with the benefits of BTEC qualifications:
For employers, BTEC qualifications show that pupils are capable of organising their own workload.
• Wakefield College, New College Pontefract and Barnsley College offer a range of BTEC qualifications
at Level 2 and 3. This allows pupils to continue studying a subject when they leave school. Studying a
BTEC qualification at school will therefore allow pupils to become familiar with the college assessment
process.
• Universities accept BTEC Level 3 as an entry requirement for a number of degree level courses.
•
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The English Baccalaureate

The English Baccalaureate was a popular choice in the last options process and has been included in the
Options booklet again for this year. The English Baccalaureate is not a standalone qualification, it involves
pupils studying 5 core GCSE subjects and gaining at least a grade 5 in all of those subjects. When your
son/daughter applies to college or university, they will be able to write on their application that they gained
the English Baccalaureate.
There are 3 National Curriculum subjects in the English Baccalaureate:
• English Language.
• Maths.
• Science (Double or Triple Award).
Pupils must also study:
• A humanities subject (History or Geography).
• A language (French or Spanish).
Pupils must gain at least a grade 5 in all 5 subjects to be accredited with the English Baccalaureate. It
is essential that pupils wishing to take the English Baccalaureate are working at step 5 and above in the
core subjects.
As part of the school option process, pupils who study the English Baccalaureate are still able to pick 2
additional option subjects. These can be GCSE or BTEC subjects.
English Baccalaureate Progression Routes:
For colleges, universities and employers, the English Baccalaureate shows that pupils have gained a broad
academic education.
The range of subjects in the English Baccalaureate would provide a good basis for further study. After
completing the English Baccalaureate, pupils may wish to study ‘A’ levels or another Level 3 qualification
at a local college or sixth form.
We strongly recommend that pupils take the English Baccalaureate.
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English, Maths and Science are compulsory subjects at GCSE. To complete
the EBACC, you simply need to add a Humanities Subject (Geography or
History) and a Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish).
CAREERS IN

CAREERS IN

LANGUAGES

HUMANITIES

FRENCH / GERMAN / SPANISH

GEOGRAPHY / HISTORY

“Foreign language study enhances one’s opportunities in
government, business, medicine, law, technology, military,
industry, marketing, etc. It teaches and encourages respect
for other peoples: it fosters an understanding of the
interrelation of language and human nature”

In the Humanities you will develop skills of critical analysis,
gathering evidence and evaluating arguments. You will
examine texts and other sources carefully, learning skills
that can make your interpretation precise and convincing.
We will help you sharpen these skills, that will prove
invaluable lifelong, both in your private life and in your
career.

JOBS

SKILLS

JOBS

SKILLS

Interpreter
Translator
Broadcast journalist
Detective
Diplomatic service officer
Distribution manager
Marketing executive
Patent examiner
Sales executive

Communication
Interpreting and
assessing
Leading discussions
Organisational
Team working
Working independently
Project management

Actuarial analyst
Chartered accountant
Gas turbine engineer
Investment analyst
Teacher
Cyber security officer
Statistician
Systems developer
Software engineer

Writing
Giving presentations
Constructing arguments
Working to deadlines
Flexibility
Open minded
Problem solving
Team working
Report writing

FURTHER EDUCATION

FURTHER EDUCATION

(SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, APPRENTICESHIP)

(SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, APPRENTICESHIP)

A levels - French, German, Spanish, Maths,
English Language
BTEC in Business Studies
BTEC in Public Services
BTEC in Children and Young Peoples Force
BTEC in Media Studies (TV, Film and Game)
Accounting Apprenticeships
Legal Apprenticeships
Engineering Apprenticeships

A levels - History, Geography, English
Literature, Sociology, Psychology
BTEC in Business Studies
BTEC in Applied Science
BTEC in Public Services
BTEC in Media Studies
Business Management Apprenticeships
Legal Apprenticeships
Engineering Apprenticeships

HIGHER EDUCATION

HIGHER EDUCATION

(UNIVERSITY, APPRENTICESHIPS)

(UNIVERSITY, APPRENTICESHIPS)

BA (Hons) in Modern Languages
BA (Hons) in Accountancy with Languages
BA (Hons) in Ancient Languages
BA (Hons) in Media with Languages
BA (Hons) in Film Studies and Modern Languages
BA (Hons) in International Business with Languages
BA (Hons) in Journalism and Modern Languages

BA(Hons) in Ancient History
BA(Hons) in Modern History
BA (Hons) in History
BSc (Hons) in Archaeology
LLB (Hons) in Law
BSc (Hons) in Business
BSc (Hons) in Geography
BSc (Hons) in Geoscience and Geography
BSc (Hons) in Economics and Geography

WHAT CAN
I DO WITH

EBACC?
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HERE ARE SOME IDEAS OF THE JOBS, SKILLS
AND QUALIFICATIONS YOU CAN ACHIEVE
WITH THESE SUBJECTS

Course
Information

GCSE Art & Design

Students will develop observational drawing skills from
primary and secondary sources and show ability within any
of the following areas; painting, printmaking, photography,
3D construction using a variety of materials such as card,
clay, plaster and wire.

Course: AQA GCSE Art and Design
Component 1: Portfolio = 60%

Starting point to be determined by teaching staff. There is
no restriction on the scale of work, media or materials used.
Portfolio must include:

GCSE Art & Design allows students the opportunity to
develop creativity through the development of work based
on the themes of ‘Identity’. Students are required to
demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills relevant
to their chosen responses.

• A sustained project developed in response to a subject,
theme, task or belief evidencing the journey from initial
ideas to the realisation of intentions
• A selection of further work resulting from activities such
as trials and experiments: skills-based workshops; mini
and/or foundation projects; visits and independent study.

Students may work in any medium or combination of
media. This can include digital or non-digital media, or
a mixture of both. A willingness to experiment, to accept
and to be able to respond to failure is vital. Students will
be required to develop ideas through practical experiences
and demonstrate knowledge and understanding of sources
that inspire their work. An interest in the broader world of
art and artists is a necessity.

Component 2: Externally set assignment = 40%, 10
hours (Controlled Assessment)

AQA provide an externally set assignment with seven
different starting points. Students must select and respond
to one of the starting points from their chosen title.
• Controlled Assessment consists of unlimited preparation
time on or after 2 January, followed by 10 hours of
supervised unaided work.

Students will develop and apply relevant subject specific
skills in order to visually communicate ideas, meanings and
responses. A high level of technical ability and/or passion
for the subject and desire to learn is required.

Course Description
Students will experience a wide range of creative and
exciting opportunities to further explore their interest in
Art & Design. This course builds upon skills learned in Key
Stage 3 and students will be encouraged to experiment
with a range of techniques, materials and themes to
develop and complete individual and personal responses
to each project. Students will investigate the work of artists,
designers and craftspeople and will be involved in gallery
visits and/or workshops with practising artists.

Over time, students will be expected to reflect critically on
their journey and make decisions about their own work.
Confidence and the ability to learn independently are
essential.
Progression Routes
The creative industries in the UK contribute over 60 billion
pounds to the economy and employ over 1.4 million people.
People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly
changing world of work. GCSE Art and Design provides the
foundation for Art and Design related courses at further and
higher education.
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GCSE Computer Science

Course Description
This qualification builds upon the knowledge, understanding
and skills established through the Computing elements
of the key stage 3 programme of study. The content has
been designed not only to allow for a solid understanding
of the fundamentals that underpin computing but also to
engage learners and to consider real world applications of
computational logic.

Course: OCR GCSE Computer Science
Component 1 (J277/01) 50%

This component will introduce students to the Central
Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory and storage,
the representation of data, wired and wireless networks,
network topologies, system security and system software.
It is expected that students will become familiar with the
impact of Computer Science in a global context through
the study of the ethical, legal, cultural and environmental
concerns associated with Computer Science.

GCSE Computer Science is a broad and well balanced
qualification that allows for a variety of teaching and learning
approaches. The OCR Computer Science qualification has a
good balance between theory and programming application.

Component 2 (J277/02) 50%

This component incorporates and builds on the knowledge
and understanding gained in Component 01, encouraging
students to apply this knowledge and understanding using
computational thinking. Learners will be introduced to
algorithms and programming, learning about programming
techniques, how to produce robust programs, computational
logic, translators and facilities of computing languages.
Students will become familiar with computing related
mathematics.

Practical Programming
All students studying GCSE Computer Science must
undertake significant practical programming. This is to
allow students to apply key algorithm / programming
concepts skills on a computer system.
Progression Routes
The natural progression would be to take an A Level in
Computer Science or one of the many other STEM subjects
that it underpins like science and engineering. Computing
and Computer Science are fast growing industries and the
technology is always adapting to meet different needs. This
opens the door to many different job roles from IT support
to Game Testers and Programmers.
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BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media Production
Course Description
Alongside the modules outlined, students will also be taught
to use specific software, for example Adobe Photoshop and
Illustrator, as well as photography workshops to create their
own images, as well as filming and video editing, along with
trips and competitions.

Course: BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 in Creative
Media Production
Component 1: Exploring Media Products 30% Internally Assessed

Progression Routes
Students can choose to:

Learn about the sector and investigate media products
across the following sub-sectors:

• do A Levels as preparation for entry into higher education

in a range of subjects or

• audio/moving image
• publishing
• interactive

• study a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a

BTEC National in Media. This prepares students to enter
employment, an apprenticeship, or to move on to higher
education by studying a degree in the business sector.

Students will explore the purpose of media products,
analyse the style of a range of products and look at the
industry more closely.

Interactive media is essential in today’s media rich world.
Many companies and organisations employ interactive
media professionals, including: Marketing and advertising
agencies; Broadcasters; Charities; Government information
providers; Educational institutions and Games publishers.

Component 2: Developing digital media production
skills 30% - Internally Assessed
Develop technical skills and techniques in the chosen
discipline(s) of audio/moving image, publishing and
interactive. Students will:

• experiment with a variety of media production skills and
techniques
• apply these technical skills
• reflect and evaluate their work.

Component 3: Create a media product in response
to a brief 40% - Externally Assessed

Apply digital media techniques and skills by responding to a
media brief. Students will:
•
•
•
•
•

Learn how to respond to a brief
Plan a response
Apply skills and techniques practised before
Justify your reasons for the process
Reflect on their work
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BTEC Tech Award in Digital IT
Course: BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 in Digital IT
Component 1: Exploring User Interface Designs 30%
- Internally Assessed

Course Description
The course is made up of three components - two that are
internally assessed and one that is externally assessed. The
three block structure of explore, develop and apply has been
developed to allow students to build on and embed their
knowledge, which allows them to grow in confidence and
then put into practice what they have learned. The course
covers a range of topics in the IT sector from understanding
and skills related to data management, data interpretation,
data presentation and data protection.

Students will explore user interfaces, discover how to
develop and review them, and investigate how to use project
planning techniques.

Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and
interpreting Data 30%

Students will explore how data impacts on individuals
and organizations. Develop a dashboard using data
manipulation tools. Draw conclusions and make
recommendations on data intelligence.

Experience in Lessons
Alongside the modules outlined, students will also be
taught to use specific software that will be valuable when
moving onto higher education and employment. They will
also understand how important software development is in
conjunction with the hardware used.

Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices
40%

The aim of this component is to explore how organisations
use digital systems and the wider implications associated
with their use. Students will explore how modern IT is
evolving, understand what cyber security is and how to
safeguard against it. They will also consider legal and
ethical issues in data and information sharing. The external
assessment will demonstrate ones knowledge to propose
digital solutions to realistic situations.

Progression Routes
One progression route is through A Levels as preparation for
entry into higher education in a range of subjects. However
Digital IT can be studied as a vocational qualification at
Level 3, which prepares students to enter employment or
apprenticeships, and to move onto higher education by
studying a degree in the subject area.
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GCSE Drama

Skills required- The course requires students to have strong
attendance and enjoy working collaboratively in groups and
performing. They will need to use initiative research skills
and creativity. It is essential that students are committed
to being self-disciplined throughout rehearsals in lesson
time and in attending extra-curricular rehearsals to
perfect performances. Oral and written evaluation skills of
performances will be key to success.

Course: Edexcel GCSE Drama
The course has 3 Components:
Component 1 - Devising Theatre 40%: Students will
participate in the creation, development and performance
of a piece of devised theatre. This is in response to stilumi
which could be: pictures, music, poems, news reports etc.
They will then complete a written portfolio documenting the
process and evaluating their final performance.

GCSE Drama is an exciting, inspiring and practical course.
The specification promotes involvement in and enjoyment
of drama, as performers and from the perspective of a
director/designer. Additionally, it provides opportunities
to attend theatre performances and to develop skills as
informed and thoughtful audience members. GCSE Drama
will enable students to apply knowledge and understanding
when making, performing and responding to drama.

Component 2 - Performing from a scripted play text
20%: Students will participate in two performances from

a play script text. They will explore a range of scripts to find
the one that bests suits them. These are performed to a
visiting examiner.

Component 3 – Theatre makers in practice 40%:

Students will complete a written examination based on a
set play text that they study. They will answer questions from
the perspective of a performer, director and designer. In
addition, students will answer 2 questions that evaluate a
theatre production, seen during the course.

Progression Routes
The creative industries in the UK contribute over 60 billion
pounds to the economy and employ over 1.4 million
people. People with creative skills are highly valued in a
rapidly changing world of work. GCSE Drama provides the
foundation for Drama and Performing Arts related courses
at further and higher education. For example:

Course Description
Students will learn through practical exploration of a set
text and stimuli along with selected play scripts. They
will do this by participating in workshops and rehearsals.
These develop into final performances.

• A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a

range of subjects

• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as

a BTEC National in Performing Arts, which prepares
learners to enter employment or apprenticeships, or to
move on to higher education by studying a degree in the
Performing Arts or Production Arts areas.
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Cambridge National in Engineering Design

Course Description
Engineering design is a process used to identify market
opportunities and solve problems which contribute to the
development of new products and systems. This course is
aimed at learners who wish to study the processes involved
in designing new engineered products and the requirements
of a design specification.

Course: Cambridge National Level 1/2 Engineering
Design:
Unit R105: Design Briefs, Design Specifications and
User Requirements – 1-hour exam, 60 marks (25%)
• This unit provides the opportunity for students to develop
their understanding of the requirements of design briefs
and design specifications for the development of new
products.

Through research and practical activities, learners will
understand how market requirements and opportunities
inform client briefs and will use practical skills such as
drawing, 3D computer modelling (CAD) and model making
using the latest manufacturing technologies (CAM) such as
laser cutting and 3D printing to communicate design ideas.

Unit R106: Product Analysis and Research –
Controlled Assessment, 60 Marks (25%)

• This unit enables students to perform effective product
analysis. They will research existing solutions and assess
the development of engineered products.

Students will also apply practical skills in a workshop
environment to produce a prototype in the form of a model
and test design ideas to inform further product development.
Through reflection, learners evaluate the prototype, making
a comparable outcome against specification points, and
assess possible, practical solutions and improvements to
their prototype design.

Unit R107: Developing and Presenting Engineering
Designs – Controlled Assessment, 60 Marks (25%)
• This unit develops techniques in generation, concept
development and the communication of design ideas
using hand rendering and computer-based presentation
techniques including computer aided design software.

Unit R108: 3D Design Realisation – Controlled
Assessment, 60 Marks (25%)

Progression Routes
This subject will support students to access a range of
higher education/vocational courses and careers in the
STEM related fields of:

• This unit requires students to apply practical skills to
produce a prototype product or model using craft-based
modelling materials alongside computer-controlled or
rapid-prototyping processes.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Engineering
Designer
Computer Aided Design
CAD Operator
Automotive Design
Agricultural Engineering

•
•
•
•
•
•

Aerospace Engineering
Product Design
Industrial Design
Joinery
Construction
Marketing

BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise
Course Description
Students will have the opportunity to acquire skills in
vocational contexts by studying the knowledge, behaviours
and skills related to researching, setting up, running and
reviewing a business as part of their learning.

Course: BTEC Tech Award Level 1/2 in Enterprise
Component 1: Exploring Enterprises. This unit of work is

The qualification will enable students to develop their
technical skills such as: market research; planning;
promotional and financial skills using realistic work scenarios
and also develop personal skills such as: monitoring of
own performance; numeracy; literacy; time management
and problem solving. This takes place through a practical
and skills based approach to learning and assessment.
Students will acquire knowledge, understanding and
skills to underpin their practical activities in assessment,
and this will complement other subjects. The qualification
will broaden student experience and understanding of
the varied progression routes available beyond Crofton
Academy.

worth 30% of the final grade which is internally assessed.
In this component, students will have the opportunity to
develop knowledge and understanding of the different
types of enterprise and their ownership, looking at the
characteristics of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and
entrepreneurs with reasons for levels of success.

Component 2: Planning for the Pitching and Enterprise

Activity—This unit of work is worth 30% of the final grade
which is internally assessed. In this component, students
will use the research knowledge gained from Component
1 to consider a number of ideas before developing a plan
for a realistic micro-enterprise activity. They will have the
opportunity to plan how best to set up the chosen enterprise
and how to fund it. Students will need to take responsibility
for creating and then delivering a pitch for their developed
idea to an audience using their knowledge of business, and
demonstrating entrepreneurial characteristics, qualities and
skills.

Progression Routes
This course will help students to make more informed
choices for further learning, either generally or in this
sector. Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across
their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:

Component 3: Promotion and Finance for Enterprise.

This unit of work is worth 40% of the final grade which is
externally assessed in the form of a written exam. In this
component, students will assess and analyse financial
information in an enterprise context to monitor the
performance of an enterprise and strategies to improve its
performance. They will investigate cash flow forecasts and
statements, exploring the effects that positive and negative
cash flow can have on an enterprise, and suggesting ways to
improve them. Students will consider the different elements
of the promotional mix in order to be able to identify target
markets and put forward strategies that enterprises can use
to increase their success in the future.

• A Levels as preparation for entry into higher education

in a range of subjects such as Business, economics,
finance, accounting, etc.
• study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a
BTEC National in Enterprise and Entrepreneurship, which
prepares them to enter employment or apprenticeships,
or to move on to higher education by studying a degree in
the business sector.
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Course: AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
Year 11 Exam (50%)

Course Description
The GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and
creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills so
that you will develop a thorough understanding of nutrition,
food processing and the working characteristics of food
materials. The qualification will enable students to gain
confidence with their practical cooking skills and knowledge
of nutrition. The main areas of study are: Food Nutrition and
Health; Food Science; Food Safety; Food Choice and Food
Provenance.

Students will be assessed on their theoretical knowledge of
food and nutrition by sitting the final written exam which is
1 hour 45 mins long(100 marks) and will form 50% of the
final GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition. The exam will
consist of multiple choice questions (20 marks) and five
further questions each with a number of sub sections (80
marks).

Year 11 Non-Exam Assessments
Task 1 (15%) — Food Investigation NEA1

Students will undertake an investigation into the working
characteristics, functional and chemical properties of
ingredients. This will be assessed by a written or electronic
report (1,500—2,000 words) including photographic
evidence.

Students will study a range of multicultural foods and
consolidate their understanding of nutrients and the
Eatwell Guide. They will also learn about British cuisine
and make a variety of products to develop practical skills.
Students will be introduced to the functions of ingredients
and food science, whilst also revisiting the importance of
good hygiene practice, food safety and the ways in which
food can be cooked.

Year 11 Non-Exam Assessments
Task 2—Food Preparation Assessment NEA2 (35%)

Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of
three dishes within a single period of no more than 3 hours,
planning in advance how this will be achieved. This will
assessed also by a written or electronic portfolio including
photographic evidence of the final three dishes.

A development of different cooking methods and techniques
is also achieved.
Progression Routes:
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to a range
of careers – students might follow the practical side of
the course and become a chef preparing and making food,
or they might follow the scientific side of the course and
become a dietician, food scientist or even a Food Health
Inspector! Some other options are: sports nutritionist, food
photographer/stylist or a teacher.
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GCSE Geography

Course Description
GCSE Geography is based on a balanced framework of
physical and human geography. It allows students to
investigate the link between the two themes, and approach
and examine the battles between the man-made and
natural worlds.

Course: AQA GCSE Geography
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment =
35%, 1 hour 30 minute exam
• Hazards (natural & tectonic hazards, weather hazards &
climate change)
• Ecosystems (tropical rainforests & hot deserts)
• Coastal Landscapes
• River Landscapes

Students travel the world from the classroom, exploring case
studies in the UK, higher income countries (HICs), newly
emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries
(LICs). The students will complete two pieces of fieldwork –
one related to physical geography (coasts) and one human
(tourism). The information gathered on these trips will be
used to answer a section in the Paper 3 exam.

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment =
35%, 1 hour 30 minute exam
• Urban Issues & Challenges
• The Changing Economic World
• The Challenges of Resource Management

Progression Routes
GCSE Geography lays an appropriate foundation for further
study of geography or related subjects at A Level and
beyond. Geography is also highly valued by employers for its
combination of subject knowledge and transferable skills
as well as its links with other subjects such as English,
Maths, ICT and Science.

Paper 3: Geographical applications = 30%, 1 hour
15 minute exam
• Issue Evaluation
• Unseen fieldwork
• Studied fieldwork
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GCSE Graphic Communication

Graphic Communication is defined as the practice
of creating work to convey information, ideas and
emotions through the use of graphic elements such
as colour, icons, images, typography and photographs.
Students must explore, acquire and develop skills,
knowledge and understanding through the application
of techniques and processes specific to Graphic
Communication.

Course: AQA Art and Design: GCSE Graphic
Communication
Component 1: Portfolio = 60%

Starting point to be determined by teaching staff. There is
no restriction on the scale of work, media or materials used.
Portfolio must include:
• A sustained project developed in response to a subject,
theme, task or belief evidencing the journey from initial
ideas to the realisation of intentions
• A selection of further work resulting from activities such
as trials and experiments: skills based workshops; mini
projects; visits and independent study

Students must explore practical and relevant critical and
contextual sources such as the work of historical and
contemporary graphic designers and the different purposes,
intentions and functions of graphic communication as
appropriate to their own work.

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment = 40%, 10
hours (Controlled Assessment)

Students must demonstrate the knowledge, skills and
understanding through area(s) of study relevant to Graphic
Communication. Students are required to choose one or
more area (s) of study which include:

AQA provide an externally set assignment with seven
different starting points. Students must select and respond
to one of the starting points from their chosen title.

•
•
•
•

• Controlled Assessment consists of unlimited preparation
time on or after 2 January, followed by 10 hours of
supervised unaided work.

Advertising
Communication graphics
Design for print
Illustration

•
•
•
•

Multi-media
Package design
Signage
Typography

Progression Routes
As technology advances employment options are expanding
within the field of graphic design and Graphic Communication
can help to open the door to a variety of careers, which
could include; Illustrators, Animators, Advertisers, Graphic
and interior designers as well as Architects. GCSE Graphic
Communication provides a strong foundation to study any
Art & Design related subjects at further or higher education.

Course Description
GCSE Graphic Communication is designed to encourage
students to develop knowledge, skills, and understanding
along with creativity and imagination. Students show this
through their responses to a range of visual and written
stimuli.
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BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care
Course Description
Students will be given the opportunity to demonstrate and
apply the key care values, such as dignity and respect for
others, to real life scenarios. Students will understand how
to analyse and interpret lifestyle and physiological data,
and be able to design appropriate health and well-being
improvement plans.

Course: BTEC Health and Social Care Award
Internal Assessment 60%
Units 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment.

Internal assessment for these units have been designed to
relate to achievement through realistic tasks and activities.
This style of assessment promotes deep learning through
ensuring the connection between knowledge and practice.

Students will also develop skills that are essential for
careers in both Health and Social Care and the wider
employment market generally. These include verbal and
written communication, team working, working from
a prescribed brief, working to deadlines, presenting
information effectively, as well as accurately completing
administrative tasks and processes.

The units focus on:
• knowledge and understanding of human growth and
development
• knowledge and understanding of how people deal with
major life events
• knowledge and understanding of health and social care
services
• practical demonstration of care values, together with the
ability to reflect on own performance.

• Identify questions to answer and problems to resolve.
• Plan and carry out research.
• Explore issues, events or problems from different

perspectives.

• Analyse and evaluate information, judging its relevance

and value.

• Support conclusions, using reasoned arguments and

Internal assessment is through assignments that
are subject to external standards verification. For
setting assignments, students receive authorised
assignment briefs and guidance in each unit.

evidence.

• Complete case studies.
• Prepare presentations.

The qualification consists of three units that gives
students the opportunity to develop broad knowledge and
understanding of health and social care at Levels 1 and 2.

External assessment 40% – Unit 3

There is one external assessment, Unit 3, which provides
the main synoptic assessment for the qualification. Unit 3
builds directly on Components 1 and 2 and enables learning
to be brought together and related to a real-life situation.

Progression Routes
About 3 million people, in the UK, work in health and social
care - equivalent to 1 in every 10 people. Demand for both
health and social care is likely to continue to rise due to the
ageing population, so it will continue to play a key role in UK
society. The demand for people to fill these vital jobs will
continue to increase.

Unit 3: Health and Wellbeing requires students to
assess an individual’s health and wellbeing and use this
assessment to create a health and wellbeing improvement
plan. The design of this external assessment ensures
that there is sufficient stretch and challenge, enabling the
assessment of knowledge and understanding at the end of
the learning period. This external assessment is based on a
key task that requires learners to demonstrate that they can
identify and use effectively an appropriate selection of skills,
techniques, concepts, theories and knowledge from across
the whole qualification in an integrated way. The external
assessment takes the form of a set task taken under
supervised conditions that is then marked and a grade
awarded by Pearson.
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GCSE History
Course: Edexcel GCSE History
Paper 1 = British History thematic study; Medicine in

The structure of the paper, and the type of exam questions
that the students sit, are identical every year. This means
that it is essential students practise past paper questions
and know how to structure responses to the various types
of questions posed by the exam board. The qualification is
linear, which means students will sit all of their exams at
the end of the course in Year 11.

Britain (1hr 15mins) (30%)

Paper 2 = British Depth Study; Early Elizabethan

England 1558-88 Period Study; and The American West,
c1835-c1895 (1hr 40mins) (40%)

Paper 3 = Modern Depth Study; Weimar & Nazi Germany
(1hr 20mins) (30%)

Progression Routes
History is an impressive academic subject valued by all
branches of higher education and employers. The study
of history provides students with a capacity for analysis,
and ability to communicate and an understanding of the
decision-making process.

Course Description
The course is wide reaching, appealing to a wide range of
historical interests. Students cover a demanding curriculum
which requires students to complete a large amount of
independent study and revision.

These skills are highly sort after by employers and will
benefit students in their working and social life. The skills
acquired from the study of history will benefit those seeking
a career in: law, teaching, broadcasting, publishing, media,
journalism, civil service, police, politics, archaeology and
many more.
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GCSE French or Spanish

Students continue to build on the grammar they already
have, developing their understanding of tenses, pronouns,
adjectives as well as developing their understanding
of more complex grammar for example: the conditional
tense; a variety of ways to express the future tense and
object pronouns, which enable them to become more
sophisticated language users.

Course: AQA GCSE French or Spanish
The AQA course is the same for each of the languages
offered at Key Stage 4.
Paper 1: Listening = 25%, 35 minutes (Foundation),
45 minutes (Higher)
• Section A - answer in English
• Section B - answer in target language

This course develops students’ communication skills in
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Learning another
language also develops a student’s own knowledge of
English grammar and supports the understanding of their
native language.

Paper 2: Speaking = 25%, 3 exams in a single
sitting
• Role-play
• Photo card
• General conversation

Progression Routes
Students with a GCSE in languages are able to study it
further at Advanced Level. Having a language qualification at
GCSE can help to secure university places. Many university
courses also include an option to study a foreign language
and/or study abroad.

Paper 3: Reading = 25%, 45 minutes (Foundation), 1
hour (Higher)
• Answers in both English and target language, and
translate from target language into English

Paper 4: Writing = 25%, 1 hour (Foundation), 1 hour
15 minutes (Higher)

Many companies seek employees who are able to speak
a foreign language, and will often pay a higher salary for
this skill. Students with a language qualification can work
in many different fields some of which include: interpreter,
translator, MFL teacher, hotel management, travel advisor,
international law, insurance or engineering.

• Write extended answers in target language and translate
English to target language

Course Description
Students studying this course continue to develop their
language knowledge. They develop their vocabulary on the
following themesTheme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of
interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
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BTEC Tech Award in Music

Course Description
This qualification has been developed for students who
want to acquire technical knowledge and skills through
vocational contexts by exploring and developing their
musical skills and techniques. The Award gives learners the
opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills
in a practical learning environment. Students are required
to complete and achieve three components.

Course: Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in
Music Practice
Component 1 30%: Exploring Music Products and Styles
– students will explore the techniques used in the creation
of different musical products and investigate the key
features of different styles and genres.

• Levels: 1/2
• Assessment type: Internal
• Guided learning hours: 36

This vocational programme of study facilitates a broadening
of our students’ knowledge and skill sets while opening
them up to the very real opportunities of a working life within
a vast, vibrant and profitable industry. They will have many
opportunities to engage in practical, performance based
activities inside and outside of the school environment in
all aspects of music production. These opportunities are
carefully sequenced throughout Key Stage 4.

Component 2 30%: Music Skills Development – students
will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines
through engagement in practical tasks, while documenting
their progress and planning for further development.

• Levels: 1/2
• Assessment type: Internal
• Guided learning hours: 36

Progression Routes
Students will learn the key skills necessary in forging
a career within an industry that presents many varied
opportunities not only for traditional musicians and
performers but for journalists, programmers, technicians,
producers, business leaders and managers.

Component 3 40%: Responding to a Commercial Music

Brief – students will be given the opportunity to develop
and present music in response to a given commercial music
brief.

• Levels: 1/2
• Assessment type: External Synoptic
• Guided learning hours: 48
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GCSE - Physical Education
Course Description
GCSE PE is an excellent choice for anyone who enjoys taking
part in PE lessons and has an interest in the theoretical
areas of Physical Education and Sport. GCSE PE is a good
option for you if:

Course: Edexcel GCSE Physical Education
GCSE PE comprises of 4 components

• You are good at sport or participate regularly in one or

more sports for a club (either in school or out of school)

Component 1 is worth 35% and assessed in Year 11
- Body systems, Methods of training, Fitness testing,
Components of fitness, Principles of training.

• You don’t mind being assessed in exams and enjoy the

theory side of PE

• You have participated fully in Year 9 PE lessons

Component 2 is worth 25% and assessed in Year 11
- Health, Commercialisation, Diet & Nutrition, Sporting
behaviour.

Progression Routes
Edexcel GCSE in Physical Education has been designed to
provide a smooth progression from GCSE to A level. It builds
on the understanding developed at Key Stage 3, supporting
a smooth transition to the next level of study. It encourages
learners to become more competent, confident and expert
in their techniques, and apply them across different sports
and physical activities.

Component 3 is worth 30% and is assessed through
practical performance - 3 sports (1 individual, 1 team,
1 free choice). Pupils are assessed on how good they
are at these sports.
Component 4 is worth 10% - coursework. This is a
Personal Exercise Plan (PEP).

GCSE Physical Education helps students develop important
transferable skills for progression to the next level,
including numeracy, communication and an understanding
of practical performances. The blend of scientific and
social knowledge positions candidates to access a range
of qualifications.
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GCSE Product Design
Course: AQA GCSE Design and Technology
Unit 1: Core and Specialist Technical Principles and
Designing and Making Principles – 2 hour written
examination (50%)

The course aims to set out the knowledge, understanding
and skills required to undertake the iterative design
process of exploring, creating and evaluating. This is
achieved through a variety of design and make activities,
focussed practical tasks, modelling activities and theorybased teaching. The majority of the course is delivered
through the practical application of this knowledge and
understanding and how this relates to the real world.

A range of multiple choice, short answer and
extended response questions to assess the breadth
of understanding and technical knowledge acquired
from studying the course.
Unit 2: Non-Examined-Assessment – Design and
Make Task (50%)

The coursework (NEA) element of this course will allow
students to really show their creative side while creating a
substantial design and make portfolio demonstrating skills
in the following areas;

A substantial design and make task where students
work through the design process to generate ideas for
and realise a final product based on a user need and
given context.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Course Description
The GCSE Product Design course at Crofton Academy
prepares students to participate confidently and
successfully in an increasingly technological world. Students
will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on
Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural,
environmental and economic factors. They will get the
opportunity to work creatively when designing and making
and apply technical and practical expertise.

Identifying and investigating design possibilities
Producing a design brief and specification
Generating design ideas
Developing design ideas
Realising design ideas
Analysing & evaluating

Progression Routes
This course prepares students for higher education/
vocational courses or careers/apprenticeships in the
following sectors:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GCSE Product Design allows students to study core
technical and designing and making principles, including
a broad range of design processes, materials techniques
and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study
specialist technical principles in greater depth.

27

Product Design
Graphic Design
Art and Design
Engineering
Architecture
Interior Design
Illustration

• Technical and Scientific
•
•
•
•
•

Illustration
Visual Communications Design
Web Design
Teacher
STEM courses
And so many more

GCSE Religious Studies

Course Description
GCSE Religious Studies will enable students to become
excellent communicators and critical thinkers who are
religiously literate. Students will demonstrate that they are
able to respectfully disagree with others and be reasonable
about religion for themselves; deepening their reasons for
holding the beliefs and values that matter to them. They will
have the opportunity to study two world religions as well as
non-religious beliefs and values, learning from the insights
and experiences of others. They will be able to evaluate
a range of viewpoints, make supported judgements and
critically evaluate both religious and non-religious views.

Course: AQA GCSE Religious Studies
Paper 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings
and practices.
What’s assessed
• Christianity
• Islam

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 96 marks, plus 6 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar (SPaG)
• 50% of GCSE

Students will be challenged with questions about belief,
values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to
develop their own attitudes towards religious issues.
Students will also gain an appreciation of how religion,
philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. They
will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability
to work with abstract ideas, leadership and research skills.

Questions

Questions have a common structure linked to the marks
allocated (1,2,4,5 and 12 marks). Each religion is

marked out of 48.

Progression Routes
A Religious Studies GCSE is highly valued by employers and
further education providers. It helps to develop skills that
are required for numerous career paths, especially those
where people work with the public and require knowledge
of communities, beliefs and cultural differences. The
course especially develops skills in evaluation and critical
thinking in different situations, therefore applying to jobs
ranging from social worker to doctor or lawyer.

Paper 2: Thematic Studies
The study of 4 themes from the following choices:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Theme A: Relationships and families.
Theme B: Religion and life.
Theme C: The existence of God and revelation.
Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict.
Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment.
Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice.

How it’s assessed
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
• 96 marks, plus 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and
grammar (SPaG)
• 50% of GCSE

Questions

Each theme has a common structure of questions with 1, 2,
4, 5 and 12 marks allocated per question. Each theme is

marked out of 24.
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BTEC Tech Award Sport, Activity and Fitness

Students will develop:

Course: Pearson BTEC Tech Award Sport, Activity
and Fitness

• Knowledge of the body systems, common sports injuries

and technological advances that impact on sport and
activity
• Key skills that support their theoretical understanding
of the training, nutrition and psychological factors that
influence and impact on engagement in sport and activity
• An understanding of the underpinning principles of
leadership and the physical and psychological benefits for
session participants. Learners will investigate methods of
planning, delivering and reviewing sessions for a range of
target groups.
• A broad focus on building knowledge and skills, including
exploring the impact of technology and psychology on
sport and activity.

Components 1 (30%) and 3 (30%) are assessed

through internal assessment. Internal assessment for these
components has been designed to relate to achievement
of application of the conceptual underpinning for the sector
through realistic tasks and activities.
This style of assessment promotes deep learning through
ensuring the connection between knowledge and practice.

There is one external assessment - Component 2 (40%):
The Principles of Training, Nutrition and Psychology for Sport
and Activity. This component requires students to apply
knowledge and understanding to plan a fitness-training
programme.

• Understand the Body and the Supporting Technology for

Progression Routes
The qualification recognises the value of developing skills,
knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs.
The qualification will broaden students’ experience and
understanding of the varied progression options available
to them:

• The Principles of Training, Nutrition and Psychology for

• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 2/3 (depending

The BTEC Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness is broken
down into three components:
Sport and Activity

Sport and Activity
• Applying the Principles

of

Sport

and

on their overall result). This will prepare learners to enter
employment or an Apprenticeship, or to move to higher
education by studying a degree in the sport or sport and
exercise areas.
• Potential careers in the PE sector include physiotherapy,
leisure and recreation, exercise and fitness instruction or
working in outdoor education.

Activity

Course Description
The Tech Award gives students the opportunity to develop
sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning
environment. The main focus is on the knowledge and
understanding of skills in health, fitness, activity and sport.
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GCSE Textile Design
Textile design is defined as the creation of designs and
products for woven, knitted, stitched, printed or decorative
textiles that might have a functional or non-functional
purpose. Students must explore, acquire and develop skills,
knowledge and understanding through the application of
techniques and processes of Textile Design.

Course: AQA Art and Design: GCSE Textile Design
Component 1: Portfolio = 60%

Starting point to be determined by teaching staff. There is
no restriction on the scale of work, media or materials used.
Portfolio must include:

Students must explore practical and relevant critical and
contextual sources such as the work of historical and
contemporary textile designers and the different purposes,
intentions and functions of textile design as appropriate to
their own work.

• A sustained project developed in response to a subject,
theme, task or belief evidencing the journey from initial
ideas to the realisation of intentions
• A selection of further work resulting from activities such
as trials and experiments: skills based workshops; mini
projects; visits and independent study

Students must demonstrate their knowledge, skills and
understanding through areas of study relevant to Textile
Design. Students are required to work in one or more areas
of study:

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment = 40%, 10
hours (Controlled Assessment)

•
•
•
•

AQA provide an externally set assignment with seven
different starting points. Students must select and respond
to one of the starting points from their chosen title.
• Controlled Assessment consists of unlimited preparation
time on or after 2 January, followed by 10 hours of
supervised unaided work.

Constructed textiles
Digital textiles
Dyed fabrics
Printed fabrics

•
•
•
•

Fashion design
Installed textiles
Soft furnishings
Stitched and/or embellished
textiles

Progression Routes
The creative industries in the UK contribute over 60 billion
pounds to the economy and employ over 1.4 million people.
People with creative skills are highly valued in a rapidly
changing world of work and Textile Design can help to
open the door to a variety of careers, which could include:
costume, fashion, footwear, clothing, textile and interior
designer. GCSE Textile Design provides a strong foundation
to study any Art & Design related subjects at further or
higher education.

Course Description
AQA Textile Design is designed to encourage students to
develop knowledge, skills, and understanding along with
creativity and imagination. Students show this through
their responses to a range of visual and written stimuli.
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English Language - GCSE
There are two GCSE English qualifications that you will
complete. You need to complete both of them. It is the
GCSE English Language qualification that counts for
college applications and employers.

What will I learn?
Pupils will develop exam skills through the following topics:

Aim:
To gain the ability to analyse a wide range of texts (fiction,
non-fiction, classics) and understand character, theme,
language and structure. You will also be able to comment
on features used by a writer and analyse them in detail,
exploring the effect of language choices using literary
terminology. Pupils will be required to write in a variety of
styles, using a high level of grammar, accurate spellings, a
variety of different punctuation types, and demonstrating a
wide and sophisticated vocabulary.

• 19th and 20th century

fiction and non-fiction

• Creative Writing
• Transactional Writing

How will I learn?
Reading and annotating sophisticated texts, creating
success criteria(s), practice papers, writing in a range of
styles, grammar lessons, spelling tests, weekly English
homework.

Where will it take me?
The majority of college courses and apprenticeship
providers will ask pupils to have a Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language – A-Level course will expect even higher grades
than this. Employers also recognise that GCSE English is a
measure of how well pupils can read and write.

What homework can I expect?
Practice papers, GCSE questions, spelling, punctuation and
grammar tasks.
Additional Requirements
Pupils who are not making satisfactory progress will attend
compulsory English boosters one night after school in
both Year 10 and 11 as well as undertaking additional
independent work. To improve your English, you will also be
expected to be regularly reading a book. You will also have
to present to an audience, which will also be recorded.
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English Literature - GCSE

Aim:
The aim of the course is to produce a pupil who has studied
a wide range of fiction. They must study a post 1914 British
text, a Shakespearean play, a 19th Century novel, and a
range of poetry.

How will I learn?
Reading and annotating sophisticated texts as a class,
creating success criteria(s), practice papers, analysing
character and theme, understanding the time and place in
which the texts were set, weekly English homework.

Where will it take me?
This is not the specific GCSE English that colleges demand,
but will contribute to a total grade requirement/average
expectation (5 GCSEs in most cases) that is placed upon
pupils applying for particular courses.

What homework can I expect?
You will be expected to read the books at home and
complete practice papers closer to the exams. You will also
have weekly individual revision.
Additional Requirements
It is really beneficial for pupils to purchase their own copies
of the texts so they can make annotations and notes as we
read in class. Moreover, it is advantageous to have read the
texts before we study them in class.

What will I learn?
Pupils will study the following in preparation for two exams
(a total of 4 hours):
•
•
•
•

Romeo and Juliet
An Inspector Calls
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
An anthology of poems from a range of eras.

It is really beneficial for pupils to attend a live performance
or purchase a revision guide for the texts listed above will
also have a positive impact on each pupil’s learning.
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Combined Science - 2 GCSE’s
All pupils will be undertaking a Science course however
the decision as to which course (combined or seperate) is
most suitable for your child will be made by a discussion
between their current Science teacher and the Head of
Science.

How will I learn?
Lessons are taught through scientific theory, practical work
and investigations.

Aim:
This course is aimed at all pupils. As well as providing pupils
with nationally recognised, high quality qualifications, it
provides a basis for further study of science.

What homework can I expect?
Pupils can expect to receive weekly homework online,
designed to secure the knowledge.

What qualification will I get?
GCSE Combined Science (2 GCSE’s).

Additional Requirements
Pupils must be willing to carry out practical work. Pupils
must also be willing to attend booster sessions in order to
prepare them for their exams.

Where will it take me?
Following this course provides a good foundation for
studying sciences post 16, in particular A level in Biology,
Chemistry or Physics. This provides a route for pupils
considering a career in science e.g. as a Doctor, Vet, Dentist,
Physiotherapist, Teacher or Engineer.
What will I learn?
Pupils study areas of science including the immune system,
the effects of drugs and alcohol, atomic structure, the
greenhouse effect, electricity, nuclear physics and forces.
A portion of the course focuses on the practical application
of scientific skills.
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Separate Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

Pupils will be pre-selected for this course based on their
Year 9 Science grades.

What will I learn?
Pupils study areas of Science including the immune system,
the effects of drugs and alcohol, rates of chemical reactions,
water purity, optics, nuclear physics and forces. A portion of
the course focuses on the practical application of scientific
skills.

Aim:
This course is aimed at pupils who have a passion and an
interest in the sciences. As well as providing pupils with
nationally recognised, high quality qualifications it will
stretch and challenge even the most able.

How will I learn?
Lessons are taught through scientific theory, practical work
and investigations.

What qualification will I get?
3 GCSEs – Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

What homework can I expect?
Pupils can expect to receive weekly homework, usually
focused on past exam questions, but sometimes research
based.

Where will it take me?
Following this course provides an excellent foundation for
studying sciences post 16, in particular A level Biology,
Chemistry or Physics. This provides a route for pupils
considering a career in science e.g. as a doctor, vet, dentist,
physiotherapist, teacher or engineer.

Additional Requirements
Pupils must be willing to carry out practical work. Pupils
must also be willing to attend regular booster sessions in
order to prepare them for their exams.
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Mathematics - GCSE

Aim:
GCSE Maths aims to help pupils:

How will I learn?
You will learn through direct teaching in the classroom
with opportunities to carry out investigations, study theory,
work in groups and have exam practice. You will also learn
through online and independent study and homework.

• Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of

maths methods and concepts.

• Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to

solve problems

What homework can I expect?
You can expect weekly homework throughout KS4 which
will take a range of forms including online assignments and
paper booklets to complete. These must always be done
to the best of your ability; sub-standard work will not be
accepted.

• Reason mathematically, make deductions and draw

conclusions.

• Interpret and communicate information in a variety of

forms.

All GCSE exams in Maths will include questions that allow
pupils to draw on elements from within and across different
topic areas, and questions that allow pupils to provide
extended responses.

Additional information
GCSE Maths has a Foundation tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher
tier (grades 3-9). Pupils must take three question papers
at the same tier. There will be two calculator papers and
one non-calculator paper. All papers will include a mix of
question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multistep problems. The mathematical demand increases as a
pupil progresses through the paper.

Where will it take me?
Maths is for everyone. It is essential to everyday life, critical
to science, technology and engineering and necessary for
financial competence. It is diverse, engaging and essential
in equipping pupils with the right skills to reach their future
destination, whatever that may be. All college courses,
apprenticeships and jobs require GCSE Maths, most require
at least a grade 4. With the competitive environment that
exists today, all pupils should try to achieve the best grade
they possibly can.

For all question papers, pupils are expected to have
mathematical instruments available for use in the exam.
These instruments are defined as: pencil (for use in
diagrams only), ruler, pair of compasses, protractor. A
calculator is required for use in two out of the three papers.
It is essential for any pupil to have a scientific calculator
which they are familiar with in lessons and in the exams.

What will I learn?
You will study all of the Maths specification which fits into
the broad topics of:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Number
Algebra
Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change
Geometry & Measures
Probability
Statistics
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